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Answers on the last page (no peeking)

Keep up-to-date with Covid-19 news and support at
https://lovetopsham.co.uk/keep-busy-topsham/

‘Keep Busy Topsham’
Conundrums Quiz
Brought to you by Topsham School PTA and Topsham Community Association,
in support of the ‘Keep Busy Topsham’ campaign
1. Read the following paragraph about how I organise my books, and then answer the questions:
My bookcase has five shelves. I place the poetry books above the French books but they are not on the top shelf. I place
the history books lower than the novels but higher than the atlases. The dictionaries are on a lower shelf than the
French books but a higher shelf than the atlases. The RE books are lower than the novels but higher than the French
books, while the music books are on a lower shelf than the history books but on a higher shelf than the dictionaries. The
science books are lower than the dictionaries, while the art books are on one shelf below the music books.
a) Which books are on the top shelf?
b) Which books are on the bottom shelf?
c) Which books are on the same shelf as the music books?
d) Which books are on the same shelf as the dictionaries?
2. What do the following have in common?
a) Waal, Arno, Lot, Ebro
b) Sole, Tyne, Trafalgar, Bailey
c) Candara, Harrington, Poor Richard, Vivaldi
d) Gretl, Brigitta, Liesl, Kurt
e) Billy, Hermes, Kallax, Gersby
f) 1st March, 17th March, 23rd April, 30th November
g) Harold, James, Gordon, Claribel
h) John Hannah, Yoko Ono, Trevor Eve, Monica Seles
i) Blast Ended Skrewt, Norwegian Ridgeback, Flobberworm, Appaloosa Puffskein
j) Charlotte, Wilja, Kestrel, Maris Bard
3. How many?
a) How many points would the word TOPSHAM score in a game of Scrabble if all tiles are on single letter or single
word score spaces?
b) How many times has the UK won the Eurovision Song Contest?
c) How many different colours of Smarties are there in a standard tube?
d) How many miles per hour does a DeLorean have to travel to go Back to the Future?
e) How many balls are there on the table at the start of a snooker game?
f) How many Bond films did Roger Moore star in?
g) How many old pennies in an old pound?
h) How many lines of symmetry does an equilateral triangle have?
i) How many times is the phrase ‘Love Shack’ mentioned in the B52’s song? 27, 40 or 52?
j) According to the BBC, how many rooms are there in Buckingham Palace? 275, 575 or 775?
4. Otherwise Known As… by what name are the following more commonly known?
a) Gordon Sumner
b) Shirley Crabtree
c) Reg Dwight
d) Marshall Bruce Mathers III
e) Edson Arantes Do Nascimento
f) Eric Blair
g) Farrokh Bulsara-Furrock
h) Currer Bell
i) Jessica Cornish
j) Anthony Paul Beke

5. What comes next? Complete the sequences…
a) 1, 4, 9, 16, ___
b) Sorrow, joy, girl, boy, ________
c) 1, 3, 6, 10, ___
d) Hydrogen, helium, lithium, berilium, ________
e) 1, 1, 2, 3, ___
f) Triangle, square, pentagon, hexagon, ________
g) 1, 3, 5, 7, ___
h) Fair of face, full of grace, full of woe, far to go, ________
i) Drummers, pipers, lords, ladies, ________
j) Baronet, Baron, Viscount, Earl, ________
6. Famous Fours – name the missing member of these foursomes…
a) Bingo, Drooper, Fleegle and ________
b) Washington, Jefferson, Roosevelt and ________
c) Andrew, David, George and ________
d) Air, water, fire and ________
e) Dolenz, Nesmith, Jones and ________
f) Violin, violin, cello and ________
g) A, B, O and ________
h) d’Artagnan, Athos, Porthos and ________
i) C, M, Y and ________
j) Shaggy, Fred, Daphne and ________
7. Book Slivers – name the books and their authors from these slices of a single page…
a)
b)
c)
d)

e)
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1. The bookcase:
a. The novels are on the top shelf
b. The atlases and science books are on the bottom shelf
c. The French books are on the same shelf as the music books
d. The art books are on the same shelf as the dictionaries
2. The lists had this in common:
a. Rivers
b. Areas in the shipping forecast
c. Typefaces
d. Characters in The Sound of Music
e. Ikea furniture names
f. Dates of the patron saints days of Great Britain
g. Characters from the Thomas the Tank Engine books
h. Their surnames are palindromes (can be spelled backwards or forwards)
i. Magical creatures from the Harry Potter books
j. Potato varieties
3. How many?
a. 14: T=1, O=1, P=3, S=1, H=4, A=1, M=3
b. 5: 1967 (Sandie Shaw, Puppet on a String), 1969 tied (Lulu, Boom Bang-a-Bang), 1976 (Brotherhood of
Man, Save All Your Kisses for Me), 1981 (Bucks Fizz, Making Your Mind Up), 1997 (Katrina and the Waves,
Love Shine a Light)
c. 8: yellow, red, orange, blue, green, purple, violet and brown
d. 88 mph
e. 22: 15 red, 1 white, 1 yellow, 1 green, 1 brown, 1 blue, 1 pink and 1 black
f. 7
g. 240
h. 3
i. 40
j. 775
4. Otherwise Known As……
a. Gordon Sumner known as Sting
b. Shirley Crabtree known as Big Daddy
c. Reg Dwight known as Elton John
d. Marshall Bruce Mathers III known as Eminem
e. Edson Arantes Do Nascimento known as Pele
f. Eric Blair known as George Orwell
g. Farrokh Bulsara-Furrock known as Freddie Mercury
h. Currer Bell known as Charlotte Bronte
i. Jessica Cornish known as Jessie J
j. Anthony Paul Beke known as Anton du Beke

5. Complete the sequence…
a. 1, 4, 9, 16, 25 (square numbers)
b. Sorrow, joy, girl, boy, silver (the magpie rhyme)
c. 1, 3, 6, 10, 15 (triangular numbers, think of stacked tins of beans where the bottom row of tins increases
by one each time)
d. Hydrogen, helium, lithium, berilium, boron (first 5 elements on the periodic table)
e. 1, 1, 2, 3, 5 (Fabonacci series)
f. Triangle, square, pentagon, hexagon, heptagon (shapes in order of the number of sides)
g. 1, 3, 5, 7, 11 (prime numbers)
h. Fair of face, full of grace, full of woe, far to go, works hard for a living (Friday’s child from the rhyme
Monday’s Child…)
i. Drummers, pipers, lords, ladies, maids (a milking) (from the Twelve Days of Christmas, backwards from
day 12)
j. Baronet, Baron, Viscount, Earl, Marquess (order of British noble titles, the final one after Marquess is
Duke)
6. Name the missing member of these foursomes
a. Bingo, Drooper, Fleegle and Snorky (the Banana Splits)
b. Washington, Jefferson, Roosevelt and Lincoln (the presidents carved on the face of Mount Rushmore)
c. Andrew, David, George and Patrick (the patron saints of Great Britain)
d. Air, water, fire and earth (the classical elements)
e. Dolenz, Nesmith, Jones and Tork (the surnames of Micky Dolenz, Michael Nesmith, Davy Jones and Peter
Tork, aka The Monkees)
f. Violin, violin, cello and viola (the four instruments in a classical string quartet)
g. A, B, O and AB (the four blood types)
h. d’Artagnan, Athos, Portos and Aramis (the three musketeers and d’Artagnan)
i. C, M, Y and K (cyan, magenta, yellow and black in colour printing)
j. Shaggy, Fred, Daphne and Velma (Scooby Doo’s gang)
7. Book slivers
a. Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell
b. The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown
c. Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare
d. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, J.K. Rowling
e. The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams

